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and Earth around us, and the various Kinds of Meteors, Stones, Mines
and Minerals, Plants and Animals, and of every Thing useful for the
Comfort, the Convenience, and Elegance of Life, in the chief Manu-
factures relating to any of these Things — And finally, to lead them
from the Study of Nature to the Knowledge of themselves, and of the
God of Nature, and their Duty to him, themselves, and one another;
and every Thing that can contribute to their true Happiness, both
here and hereafter.
Such a breadth of course may in part be attributed
to the influence of a comprehensive scheme of education
proposed in a pamphlet entitled General Idea of the College
of Mirania, which was published about this time in the
city of New York. It described the higher education of a
mythical country, where "the object also kept in sight was
the easiest, simplest, and most natural method of forming
youth to the knowledge and exercise of public and private
virtue." As previously indicated (p. 181), this theoretical
course included a most progressive program in all the
natural and social sciences of the day, and was reflected
in the actual "scheme of liberal education77 put into effect
in 1756 at the College of Philadelphia, when the brilliant
young author of the pamphlet, Dr. William Smith, had
become the head of that institution.
The curriculum adopted by the Philadelphia College, in
brief, seems to have included not only an extensive reading
of the classical authors but an intensive training in all '
branches of mathematics and in mechanics, physics, chem-
istry, geology, astronomy, botany, zoology, physiology,
ethics, politics, and natural and civil law, as far as these
subjects were then known. This course of study was con-
tinued there with little change throughout the eighteenth
century, and was transferred bodily to the College of
William and Mary by Bishop James Madison when in
1777 he was made its president. In fact, these broader

